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Talmudic Literature, etc. ;" XI, " History of Israelitish Religion," and 
XII, "Old Testament Theology" — we recognize at once the master 
in his chosen field, the scholar to whom every one of these branches is 
thoroughly known, and who can speak with authority. The literature 
on the New Testament (pp. 105-56), as treated by Holtzmann, is 
another masterpiece of mosaic work in summarizing the main books 
and articles of the year 1896, on every subject touching the New Tes- 
tament. Of special interest to the student of the New Testament are 
the summaries on the gospels as a whole and in detail (pp. 112-23). 

W. Muss-Arnolt. 

Zweite Abtheilung : Historische Tkeologie, bearbeitet von LOde- 
mann, KrOger, Ficker, Losche, Hegler, Kohlschmidt und 
Furrer (pp. 157-477). Einzelpreis, M. 7. 

I give the title in full, because it is the best statement of what 
may be found in this part, and of the large partnership of scholars 
engaged in preparing it for us. The part is entirely devoted to the 
literature of church history in the larger sense of the term. The titles of 
books, pamphlets, and review articles on this general subject, published 
in 1896, are presented in more than a hundred minor divisions. More 
than two thousand titles are given. A few of them are repeated, as 
they belong to more than one of the minor divisions. The editors are 
acquainted chiefly with German publications, and Germany produces 
for them far more than the whole world- besides. Yet the most impor- 
tant publications of other countries are noticed. The Jahresbericht is 
chiefly a bibliography, as only about one-fourth of the books and arti- 
cles, the titles of which are given, are referred to in the descriptive 
notes. The notes are frequently so brief that they possess little real 
value. The few books and articles which contribute something to 
our knowledge are usually discussed more at length. This is not 
always the case, however, and ephemeral writings are sometimes 
noticed, while those of permanent value are overlooked. Somewhat 
greater care might have been taken with the use of capitals in English 
titles. No rule is observed, and the German printer seems to have 
followed his own sweet will. The Jahresbericht l is a catalogue of theo- 
logical literature astonishing in its extent, much of which would fall 
quickly from the attention of students if it were not recorded in some 
such form. It is indispensable to those who wish to know what has 
been written on any given theological subject, and there are few theo- 
logical subjects for which it does not guide the student to an abundant 
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literature. Every department of church history has been subjected to 
fresh investigation during the past year, and the very corners of the 
fields seem to have been gleaned. Franklin Johnson. 

Dritte Abtheilung : Systematische Theologie, bearbeitet von Mayer, 
Troeltsch, Sulze und Dreyer (pp. 479-632). Einzel- 
preis, M. 4. 
The aim of the authors of this part is to give an exhaustive survey 
of the more important theological literature of last year — a laborious 
task of such value as to win the gratitude of all students of theology. 
Encyclopaedia, and methodology ; apologetics ; philosophical theology, 
cosmology, and anthropology ; philosophy of religion and theological 
Principienlehre; psychology of religion; dogmatics; ethics — these are 
the topics which will also indicate the scope of the work. An exam- 
ination of the year's literature would indicate that theological interest 
was specially directed to (a) the problem of method in theology; (f) the 
agelong controversy as to the relation between knowledge and faith, 
and (e) the new question of the psychology of religion. An American 
must be forgiven for feeling a little sensitive over the dependence, 
constantly charged by the authors, of American scholars upon the 
German and French. Thus, Van Dyke's Gospel for an Age of Doubt 
reflects Hermann ; James' Will to Believe echoes Renouvier, etc. But, 
without doubt, these are cases of parallelism without dependence. 
The English work which has attracted most attention seems to have 
been Balfour's Foundation of Belief . George B. Foster. 

Vierte Abtheilung : Praktische Theologie und kirchl&he Kunst, bear- 
beitet von Marbach, Ehlers.Woltersdorf, Kind, Everling, 
Hasenclever und Spitta (pp. 633-779). Einzelpreis, M. 7. 

This fourth part, devoted to practical theology and Christian art, 
is smaller than some of the other parts, for not very many works on 
these subjects appeared in Germany during 1896. Hence there is 
more room for editorial work, and the descriptive notes are fuller and 
more satisfactory than those of the second part. The catalogue of 
works on Christian art is notably brief ; only thirty-nine titles are 
given. A few of these represent books of real importance, like 
Schultze's Kirchliche Archaologie and Detzel's Christliche Ikonographie. 

Franklin Johnson. 

Fiinfte Abtheilung: Register, containing a full index of 
authors noticed and mentioned, completes the volume. 

On the whole, it can truly be said that nowhere in the field of theolog- 



